 Malhamdale group closes in on £1m prize to save the planet
Shortlist announced for UK’s biggest ever community environment challenge
 
The National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA) have announced that Malhamdale Renewable Energy Group has made it onto the 100-strong nationwide shortlist competing for a slice of its million-pound Big Green Challenge prize fund by coming up with innovative ways to tackle climate change in their communities.

 

The Malhamdale Group aims to cut its carbon emissions with its Carbon Watchers project. Based on the Weight Watchers concept, priority will be given to cutting out wasteful energy usage, then making further cuts in greenhouse gas emissions by encouraging the take-up of a range of renewable energy technologies as well as implementation of community micro-generation and heating projects. 

 

Selected from hundreds of initial entries received by NESTA, the shortlist comprises a diverse array of groups including local network organisations, schools, charities and social enterprises. Malhamdale Renewable Energy Group, which has been in existence for four years is part of Malhamdale Initiative, a local action group formed following the Foot and Mouth outbreak of 2001, with the objective of bringing about a more sustainable future for the dale. With funding from the National Park Authority’s Sustainable Development Fund, the group has already completed an Energy Study of the area in association with the Centre for Alternative Technology. This has identified a strategy for introducing locally available and sustainable sources of fuel and power.
 

The shortlisted groups now have until the beginning June to complete more detailed plans about how their ideas will work and will receive access to a range of experts to help them.

 

Malhamdale’s Carbon Watchers are hoping to make the cut when the top 100 groups are whittled down to ten finalists in July, each of whom will receive up to £20,000, plus advice and support to get their green projects up and running over a year.  The groups with the most imaginative and successful approach to cutting carbon emissions at the end of the competition will win a share of the £1m prize up for grabs.

 

Speaking of their success, Sandy Tod from Malhamdale Renewable Energy Group said:

 “We are thrilled to have made it through to the next round of the Big Green Challenge. Carbon Watchers could make a real difference in the local community and beyond. 
In bringing affordable, sustainable energy technologies into Malhamdale we have to respect the local environment and scenic beauty. Our Energy Study has provided us with a Plan for dealing with this. I see Carbon Watchers as a means to implement that Plan and the Big Green Challenge is a unique opportunity to make it a success. We already have the support of the National Park and we now need full support for Carbon Watchers from the community.”

 

Commenting on the group’s shortlisting, NESTA Chief Executive Jonathan Kestenbaum added:

 

“We’re delighted to announce that Malhamdale Carbon Watchers has made it through to the next stage of the Big Green Challenge. We launched the prize fund to encourage people to get together and come up with great ways to save the planet, and we’ve had an amazing reaction from groups right across the UK.

 

“Moving forward we hope to see Malhamdale’s local community getting behind this exciting and innovative project, as they demonstrate how their ideas could really have an impact in the fight to combat climate change.”

 

Those interested in learning more about all the groups on the Big Green Challenge shortlist should go to www.biggreenchallenge.org.uk. For more information on Malhamdale Carbon Watchers go to www.malhamdale.com and click on Carbon Watchers, or contact Sandy Tod on 01729 830690.
Notes to editors
 
About the Big Green Challenge
From the beginning of June to the end of July, NESTA and a panel of expert judges will whittle down the 100 shortlisted ideas to the strongest 10.  These finalists will then be given a year to put their ideas into practice, with financial support and advice from NESTA. The groups with the most imaginative – and proven – approaches at the end of the competition will win a share of the million pounds up for grabs.
 
How will it be judged?
In the second year of the Challenge, short-listed finalists will have to achieve a measurable reduction of carbon dioxide emissions, involve the whole group or community and prove that their ideas can be expanded or copied in a different area or setting.
 
About NESTA
NESTA is the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts. Its mission is to transform the UK's capacity for innovation by investing in early stage companies, informing innovation policy and encouraging a culture that helps innovation to flourish.
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